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BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in      
America’s back country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recrea-
tional stock use. To assist the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and 
management of said resource. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use 
of the back country resource by horsemen and the   general public commensurate with our heritage. 
To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in the state organization. 

July 2021 Notes from the President 

      I would like to start out saying it is  sad when we lose one of our Chapter 
members.  Helen Almjoera was a charming, sweet lady and brought to the          
table wonderful ideas to make this chapter successful.  She was the           
chairperson for our membership committee and started the Salmon Fund Ride 
which both have been successful. May Herman and the family find peace      
during this sorrowful time.  
 
     National Trails Day at the Blanchard Trail system on June 5th started with 
rain and ended up with sunshine. Rocky Leavitt, Bill Mckenna and Jerry          
Pearson brought their mules and horses to haul in the gravel.  The area that was 
targeted was on top where the oyster dome and lizard and lily meet. There were 
12 stock animals and many members from Skagit and Whatcom County to help 
load and unload the  gravel. We had many hikers thank us and the stock for 
caring in the gravel and working on the trails. Thank you  Michelle Mckenna 
for staying at the second parking lot and watching over the rigs. She would 
give the hikers and bikers a heads up regarding horses and mules hauling in 
gravel. Michelle gets the security badge recognition.   
 
    We had our first in person chapter meeting on Wednesday June 9th at Misty 
River Ranch. What a beautiful place to have a meeting. It was wonderful to be 
together again and hear all the wonderful stories everyone has been doing to 
keep our trails and chapter moving  forward.  
 
   I am reaching out to anyone who knows that may have an extra flag stand to 
donate or if someone would like to make one. We have a flag stand for our  
Nations flag and not one for our chapter flag. 
 
    I would like to thank Terry DeBruin for mowing the lawn at the Vedder Mt 
Trailhead on Friday June 18th and the work crew who came out on June 19th.  
  It’s really been fun  to work and hear  all the people who have been stepping 
up to help keep this chapter successful. You are all rock stars!    
 
     "You took care of your horse and your horse took care of you” Elton 
Gallegly  
                              
Happy Fourth of July everyone be safe and ride safe. 
Cindy Piccolo President   
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Angie Schutte and the Si Kingma cup June 9, 2021 
 
Angie, one of our founding members, told me she had some-
thing special for our June BCH meeting It was our first            
in-person meeting since March 2020 when the covid virus had 
changed our lives. We met at Misty  River Ranch. We missed 
having our usual potluck  of covid, but we were just glad to be 
back in person. We spread out in the large shelter. 
 
Angie showed me her special treat. It was a plain enamel cup 
with lettering that said “Si Kingma Ride 2005”. Didn’t look like 
much, just an old memento from a past ride. 
 
At the end of the meeting Angie asked to say something. She held the little cup out and said 
“many of you probably remember Si Kingma”, but she didn’t get to say much more. Many 
voices chorused “of course we do”. Then the “Si” stories started, most of them “do you       
remember” stories, and they just kept coming. Laughter and smiles, just good old memories, 
all started by a plain little cup. 
 
Si Kingma was one of Whatcom BCH earliest members and a founding member of 
Nooksack Valley Riders. Si was a mule and horse man.   He also was one of the nicest          
people you could ever meet. He could handle a mule or horse, and always had a smile and 
welcome to all he met. 
     
Si started a Whatcom County tradition. He put on a Toys for Tots Ride every Dec., first at 
Lost Lake on Chuckanut, then at Blanchard, later at Silver Lake. He cooked up a mean pot of chili for the group, 
some years the group was pretty large, even with snow on the ground. Angie’s 2005 cup commemorated 25 years 
of the toys for tots annual ride. Si passed away in 2008, he was 87. 
Angie awarded the cup to the member who drove the furthest, Jerry Pearson. 
 
Here is an excerpt from Si’s obituary: 
 
For all of his life, Si followed in his father's footsteps as an avid horseman. Si was a co-founder of the Nooksack Valley Rid-
ers and active in the Quarter Horse Association. Roaming the Cascades with pack-horses provided the perfect setting for Si 
to hone his storytelling skills. He also helped to build horse trails on Blanchard Hill. 
 

Si Kingma provided trails, fellowship, and mentoring to the community. And that little cup brought back the 
laughter, stories, and good memories of the trail. A thank you to Angie for recognizing it’s value.  That is what 
BCH is all about. 
 
Sharon Hoofnagle 
 

2021 
TRAIL BOSSES 

 
Cindy Piccolo 
360-961-4839 

 
Rocky Leavitt 
360-599-2675 

 
Joe Remenar 
360-818-4481 

 
Roger Nelson 
360-599-2461 

 
WORK PARTY 

COORDINATOR 
Roger Nelson 
360-599-2461 

 
PACKING        

COORDINATOR 
Rocky Leavitt 
360-599-2675 

EDITOR’S POLICIES 
 
Trail Tales is published monthly. Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of each month.  Non-copyrighted 
submissions are welcomed (subject to space limitations).  Opinions and views expressed in letters or personal           
articles are not necessarily the   opinions of BCH. Send submissions to: Editor, Fran Van Diest, 723 Van Wyck Rd, 
Bellingham, WA. 98226.  Email to: fvandiest@msn.com. 

2022 Calendars 
The 2022 BCHW calendars are now available, I know it’s early, Bill picked them up at the board of director’s          
meeting this past Saturday.  The calendars are $15.00, if you wish to purchase one, you can contact Bill at                
wintercreek10@gmail.com or I have some available at my place, send me at email at fvandiest@msn.com. 
 
Fran   
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WBCH general meeting minutes June 9, 2021 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:04 by Cindy Piccolo at Misty River Ranch. The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
Thanks, was given to Misty River for the use of the facility and Bill McKenna for arranging it. We had 16     
members attending. 
 
Reports: 
Sunshine: a card was sent to Bob R. 
Treasurer: Jackie was not present 
Directors: Bill McKenna- no new news but he went over some current issues. 
The National Forest released a grant for emergency planning, it will affect Heather Meadows. 
State organization: the proposed changes to the state organization were described. They were covered in more     
detail last month). The state would like to handle more of the chapter’s finances. Teri (state treasurer) has stated 
that although the chapters handle their finances independently the state is responsible for them. Any chapter’s     
errors can therefore affect the entire organization. Also, if we receive over $750,000 in grants on the state level we 
are automatically audited. Having the state take over much of the finances will also simplify the chapter treasurers 
work. 
The proposed change to organize chapters into regions and another change in the numbers of board members is 
still being worked on. 
 
By-laws: Bill M said the major issue is that the board has never been formally set up. The committee (Bill, Sam 
Miller, Lynn Johnson, Melinda Smull) is working on changes. 
 
There is a directors meeting June 19th, Bill M and Joe R will be attending. If anyone wants items from the state 
store order it from Lori, Bill will bring it back. 
 
Volunteer hrs.: Verna Walker- reported 194 hours for May, the workers names were read off. 
Trail work coordinator: Roger Nelson- there will be a work party at Vedder on June 12th. Meet at the trailhead at 
9:30. We will ride to the worksite; pack stock will carry the tools. 
 
A volunteer is doing the trailhead mowing, Mike M. may be doing tractor work on Sat at the trailhead. 
Stewart: Sharon H- Roger has cleared the large loop twice this year. He described his work, had to take several 
trees out. There is a hole in the turnpike that by-passes the old bridge that needs repair. He met workers on the  
private timber land that asked him if he had a permit, he did not. North Cascade Timberlands in Kirkland are  
managing the area. Sharon H. requested that we purchase a permit for Roger N since he does most of the work on 
the loop. She requested that the donation she made to the club for the work Bill M and Rob DeBoer did on her 
cross-cut saw be used for that. Roger will arrange to get the permit. No vote was needed since it was a donation. It 
should be enough for two years. 
 
Auction: Melinda S; The 2022 auction will be on March 5th, 2022, at the Deming Logging grounds. We will ask 
for new gift certificates. For donated items paperwork for tax purposes has been taken care of in 2020. 
Old Business: Joe R mentioned the state work party June 30-July 5 at Long Swamp Campground. Pre-registration 
is required. Even if the state has covid restrictions lifted by then they need to know attendees so they can plan for 
food. Packing is a full day of work but workers are needed at the campground. All food is provided for workers. 
They may not be providing weed-free hay however. Usually the professional packers provide the hay. 
 
National Trails Day was described by Jerry Pearson. Rocky, Bill and Jerry had pack stock and made two round 
trips packing gravel. There were 12 head of stock. Cindy P, Sharon H, Jackie Y, Verna and Andy M. Therese J, 
Rich Ruhl and Michelle McKenna were ground workers. It was a beautiful day and we met several hikers who 
appreciated out work. DNR staff were assisting. 
However, there were not enough buckets and directions were not good. We need to have better communication 
with the DNR. Sharon H suggested a short workshop to learn how to untie the gravel bags. Jerry Pearson invited 
us to the Junior Trail Dusters meeting. He will be teaching them packing and knot-tying. 
 
            (Continue on Page 4) 
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(continue from page 3) 
General meeting minutes, June 9, 2021 

Bill M. said Mike M is reaching out to Land Trust members. He suggests offering short trail rides to acquaint 
them with some of our challenges. 
Cindy P read a letter Mike M had written in 2005 to the county council on Y Rd. 
 
Angie Schutte donated a cup she received on Si Kingma’s 2005 Chili Feed Ride. It was awarded to who had driv-
en the furthest. Jerry P received it. There were several stories related about Si and his rides. 
 
Roger N moved the meeting be adjourned, Melinda seconded it.  Adj at 8:01 
submitted by Sharon Hoofnagle secretary 
 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

Work Party at Vedder Trailhead 
Saturday, June 19, 2021 

 
A few pictures of the work party at Vedder trailhead. 
Roger Nelson, Mike McGlenn and Rocky Leavitt 
showed up and worked for over 5 hours cleaning and 
putting beauty bark around.  Roger also cleaned the 
bathrooms.   
On Friday, June 18th, Terry DeBruin mowed the 
lawn around the trailhead. 
 
Next time you see them, be sure to thank them for 
all their work!   
And if you are at heady, take some time and do 
some work cleaning trail--it benefits everybody!  
Lets work together to keep trails open! 
 
Fran 

Roger’s new friend! 



 

 

Trai l  Tales  Page 5  

Helen Almojera 
Our member for many years passed away 
on June 16th.  Helen was very  involved 
with our chapter, she did the membership 
for our chapter for many years.  She also 
was involved in organizing the Horseplay 
benefit ride and the Salmon/Autumn ride 
and helped at some of the work parties.  
She helped out at our auction and           
Confidence ride for many years.  She was 
also involved in helping write up for        
approval of grant funding for the         

Chapter.                           
She was a 
dear 
friend to 
many.  She will be greatly missed by all 
who knew her.  
   
There will be a celebration of life at her 
home on July 23rd, which would have 
been her birthday.  To see the obituary: 
https://www.molesfarewelltributes.com/
obituaries/helen-l-almojera-crandall/
Fran  

May’21--April’22 

FOR SALE: Horse 
blankets and sheets for 
sale. Mostly 74 & up. 
Can call or email for  
info.  Phone                 
360-599-2526 or send 

email to wintercreek10@gmail.com. 
Michelle 
 
********************************
FOR SALE:  Pretty 3 year driftwood 
bred filly. Had 15 rides in 2020, no 
buck, smart, cowy!  Shoes, trailers,          
saddles, ready to work.  $3500. call           
360-988-0351. 
 
********************************* 
WANTED:  7-15 YEAR OLD           
QUARTER HORSE OR QUARTER 
HORSE MIX MARE 15 - 15.3 
hands.  Good Trail Horse.  No bad           
habits.  References available upon           
request.  Please call:  Peggy or Ed Chase 
at 360-988-5332 
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CALENDAR 
     2021 COMMITTEE        
 CHAIRS: 
 
          LEGISLATIVE: 

Bill McKenna 
360-599-2526 

 
      LEAVE NO TRACE: 

Bill McKenna 
360-599-2526 

   
    VOLUNTEER HOURS: 

Verna McLeod 
360-595-2744 

 
           PROGRAMS: 

Sharon Hoofnagle 
360-7344258 

          
           SUNSHINE            

Michelle McKenna 
360-599-2526 

 
TRAIL HEAD  
COMMITTEE    
Mike McGlenn 
360-739-2619 

 
SCRAPBOOK 

Debbie Lagerwey 
360-354-2804 
Need Pictures! 

NEW DATE! 
THE WHAT-

COM CHAPTER OF                              
 
 
INVITES YOU TO OUR 23rd. 
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER  AUCTION! 
March 5, 2022 

Due to the coronavirus, more information on the following will be sent by email 
at a later date.  All dates are currently pending until further notice. 
 
At this time work parties will be scheduled as needed and email will 
be sent to notify members. 
 
July 5, 2021---board meeting by phone conference 
 
July 14, 2021, general meeting at Misty River Ranch, no potluck, social at 6:30, 
meeting at 7:00pm. 

3 FAMILY GARAGE 
SALE: 
July 16 thru 17, 2021 
 
 3 FAMILY GARAGE SALE by 

Shirley Todhunter, Diane Kimker and Marie 
Tiemersma. HORSE: incl. tack, blankets, saddle 
pads, Simco saddle, English leather bridle ++;  
GOLF CLUBS/BAGS; FISHING gear, incl. 
buoys, crab pots, large GOTT cooler, life vests, 
rods & reels, large landing nets ++;  ELECTRIC 
yard and shop tools ++;  BRAND NEW retractable 
screen door;  HOUSEHOLD items ++;  All kinds 
of Stuff!!  
Marie Tiemersma, 8116 Van Buren Road, Everson 
(Corner of Tom and Van Buren Roads).   July 16-
17th.  9:00 – 4:00 pm.                                                     
Covid recommendations advised.  
Follow parking and entrance directions.  
Cash Only.  All Sales Final.  
 

Feb’21---Jan’22 
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National Trail Day Work 
Party, June 5, 2021 
 
Here’s some pictures of the 
work party with DNR and  
other groups at Blanchard.  A 
lot was done working with the 
hikers, bikers, riders etc. 
 
Fran 
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More pictures of            
National Trails Day 
Work Party on June 
5, 2021 
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Check out our Website:  

http://www.whatcom-bch.com/ 

Work party at heady on the blacktail trail on  
Saturday, June 12, 2021. 
Roger Nelson, Rocky Leavitt, Marie Tiemersma and 
Tish Griffin worked for several hours and got that 
trailed cleaned. 
Fran 



 

 

             Advertising Rates 
  
Full Page----$45.00 per month, limited to space 
available 
  
1/2 Page……$90.00 for 6 months or $150.00 for a 
Year 
  
1/4 Page……$60.00 for 6 months or $100.00 for a 
Year 
  
Business Card….$30.00 for 6 months or $50.00 for 
a Year 
  
Classifieds………$3.00 per month April’21--Sept’21 
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Hours reported in May 2021 

Total of 194 hours (basic--58, 
skilled--80.5, admin--32 hours) 

Amanda Curtis 
Bill McKenna 
Bob Rathjen 
Cathy Rathjen 
Cindy Piccolo 
Colette Cloutier 
Debbie Lagerwey 
Diane Kimker 
Fran Van Diest 
Gary Anderson 
Jackie Yereance 
Jake Freeman 
Joe Remenar 
Kathy Adams 
Katie Nelson 
Krystal DeBruin 
Letitia Wheeler 
Marie Tiemersma 
Michelle Nelson-nm 
Mike McGlenn 
Rocky Leavitt 
Roger Edmonds 
Roger Nelson 
Ryan Heacock 
Sharon Hoofnagle 
Terry DeBruin 
Verna McLeod 
 

A Special Thank You to: 
Laurel Farm & Western Supply 

America’s Horse Country 
Weylin & Amy Eldred  
325 W Laurel Rd., Bellingham 360/398-1216  
* 360/398-8050 fax 
Hours: Mon– Fri: 8:30am. to 7 pm; Sat: 
8:30am.to 6:00 pm. and Sun 9 am. to 5 pm.   

Sunshine Committee 
 

 If you know someone that needs a little ray of sunshine, please contact 
Michelle McKenna at 360-599-2526 or send her an email at:                  
wintercreek10@gmail.com.  
 
Helen Almojera’s family: Card sent to Helen’s family.  Helen, our            
member passed away in her sleep on Wednesday.  A celebration of life 
will be held on July 23rd at her home. 
 



 

 

Revised 
9/23/2020 

 

 

Go to BCHW.org and join or renew online.  If online is not an option, please 
fill out this paper application and sign, (all members 18 and over must sign), 
and enclose your cash or check: 

  
Chapter members:  If paying by check, please make it out to your chapter 
and mail to:                              Whatcom BCH   

                        P. O. Box 28607 
                              Bellingham, WA  98228 
  
  

 

Whatcom Co. 

 
Check One:    New Member                Renewal            Secondary Chapter Application Only 

Adult’s name(s):   
Children’s name(s):   

Mailing Address:   
City:   ST:   Zip:   
Phone number:   E-mail:   

Legislative district (if known):  County:   
National and State Newsletters are viewable online at BCHA.org/BCHW.org     or      Please mail a hard copy of Newsletters 
   (Check Boxes)                 BCHA Newsletter               BCHW (Trailhead News)                        Chapter Newsletter 

  
Basic Memberships 

  

    All chapter members must also be a member of BCHW.  
However, BCHW dues only need to be paid once each 
year.  Joining additional (secondary) chapters only requires 
paying chapter dues. 

 Single $41.00     
 Family $54.00     

Levels below include Single and Family     Chapter Name (or Independent): 
                                   Whatcom Co. 

 Contributing $75.00     
 Sustaining $125.00     If joining a secondary Chapter, provide the Chapter 

name where BCHW State dues have been paid for 2021: 
 Patron $250.00     

 Benefactor $500.00     

 Lifetime (Single) $1200.00     Chapter Dues    $10.00 

             

      Please consider making a             
Chapter donation: 

$ 

Please consider making  a 
State donation: 

$     Chapter Subtotal $ 

State Subtotal $   Grand Total (State+Chapter) $ 
  

NOTICES 
By signing this membership applica on,  you will agree to 
the terms of our Liability Release.   You can read it on our 
website at bchw.org, under the Join tab.  You also agree to 
receive no ces from BCHW/BCHA by electronic transmis-
sion at the above email address. 
  
Back Country Horsemen of Washington (BCHW) is a 
public charity as defined in Internal Revenue Code Sec-
tion 501(c) (3).  Accordingly, membership dues paid to 
BCHW may be treated as deductions characterized as 
“charitable contributions” when computing federal and 
state income tax obligations. 

 Signature: 
  
_________________________________Date_______________ 

  
Signature: 
  
_________________________________Date_______________ 
  
Signature: 
  
_________________________________Date_______________ 



 

 

  

Fran Van Diest 
WBCH Newsletter Editor 

723 Van Wyck  Rd 
Bellingham, WA 98226 

(360) 734-2567 

 

Next 
Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen 

 
Meeting: 

General Meeting: July 14, 2021  
Misty River Ranch 

5690 N. Fork Rd. Deming, WA  
Social hour 6:30pm, no potluck  

Meeting at 7:00pm 
  

 

 

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back 
country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist 
the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. To 
educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen 
and the general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new 
chapters in the state organization. 
 

 


